NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

JUSTIFICATION FOR BRAND NAME ACQUISITION 
SIMPLIFIED ACQUISITIONS

	RECOMMENDATION AND DETERMINATION TO SOLICIT BRAND NAME



I recommend that NASA, NASA Shared Services Center negotiate only with vendors who can provide the subject brand name as noted: MSC Nastran Desktop Base and MSC Nastran Desktop, Patran Abaqus. 
                            
The total estimated cost of this effort is $27,000 and the estimated period of performance or lead-time for delivery is 12 month(s).


Pursuant to FAR 13.106-1(b)(1)(i), the acquisition of the referenced brand name item is hereby justified: 
 						
						
1. MSC Nastran Desktop Base and MSC Nastran Desktop, Patran Abaqus is proprietary to MSC.  Approximately 800 engineers across eight center (LaRC, MSFC, GRC, GSFC, JSC, KSC, ARC, AFRC), as well as JPL utilize the MSC software products to create multidisciplinary simulation models and perform analyses in support of NASA aeronautics, science, space technology and exploration, flight, center operations, systems, engineering, and research projects/programs.  MSC software products are critical in ensuring that these and many other NASA projects/programs meet their mission and research objectives.

2. As the Agency has invested extensively in many of the projects/programs listed above, it would be cost prohibitive and would cause a major disruption if the current solution is replaced. The high amount of risk and increased cost (estimated to be millions) offsets the perceived benefits gained by considering alternative solutions. As such, no other supplies or services will satisfy the agency’s requirements.


Pursuant to FAR 5.201, any contract action over $25,000 (not bought via GSA or SEWP) shall be synopsized in the Government wide Point of Entry (GPE) by the Contracting Officer.  In addition, the brand name justification must be referenced or attached.
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I hereby accept the above stated recommendation and determine that the circumstances of the contract action deem only one source or brand name reasonably available.



__________________________________	 ____________________
Contracting Officer	Date	
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